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New Bilton Network 
Thursday 15th May 2008, 7pm at the New Bilton Community Centre, 1 Gladstone Street, CV21 2JP

Welcome and Introduction
Sheela Hammond, Chairman of the New Bilton Community Association, welcomed everyone to the event and outlined its aims, namely to be an informal, friendly opportunity for residents to get to know one another, to hear from local services and organisations and to raise issues of particular  interest to residents in the area. There are two further Network meetings this year October and March. Organisations will be invited to speak and/or to exhibit at each meeting; residents are invited to send suggestions to the Community Association website. The organisations invited to this meeting were: Warwickshire Race Equality Partnership (WREP), Rugby Credit Union, Warwickshire Young Carers, Rugby Mind, and Warwickshire College Rugby. Contact details will be made available on the Community Association website after each meeting on www.newbiltonrugby.co.uk. 
Junaid Hussain, Race Equality Officer, tel 01926 314 644, Warwickshire Race Equality Partnership (WREP), junaidhussain@wrep.org.uk,

www.wrep.org.uk
Junaid outlined the operation, history and services of WREP. Their overall objective is to promote race equality, with work including developing the capacity of Black Minority Ethnic (BME) citizens in decision-making structures, promotion and awareness-raising, casework and advice in harassment cases, providing reporting centres (for instance at the Rugby Town Hall reception and the Library). 

David Clark asked a question about how many harassment cases WREP have received in recent years. Junaid stated that in 2006/07 there were around 60 cases and in 2007/08 there were around 90 cases.

Sheela Hammond asked about WREP work with new and emerging communities from eastern Europe. Junaid is keen for WREP to work more in Rugby and detailed that the Warwickshire County Council’s Rugby Area Team have provided funding for WREP to work with the Benn Partnership Centre to work with migrant workers.

A resident raised a concern that, when trying to report and incident, neither the Police nor the CAB were aware of the existence of WREP in Rugby, providing a Leamington number. Junaid expressed surprise but assured residents that both the CAB and Police ought to be aware of Rugby WREP as his organisation worked closely with both.

Laurie Bird, Rugby Credit Union, CVS House, 19 & 20 North Street, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 2AG, tel 01788 755 900,    rugbycreditunion@btconnect.com
Laurie detailed the history and operation of the Rugby Credit Union. It is a Savings & Loans Cooperative, owned and run by its members. It aims to work with people who are experiencing difficulty with accessing and managing finances. The loan average last year was £580 and total loans in Rugby since the origin of the Credit Union 4 years ago total around £250,000. Laurie described a few schemes the Credit Union offer, eg Christmas Savings Club, Green Loans (for home improvements), Heart of England Loans, and School Banks.  One of Borough’s most successful school banks is St Oswald’s Primary school in Ne Bilton. The Credit Union are keen to expand the Schools Banks project and have a School Banks worker. 

Naomi Blakemore, Warwickshire Young Carers Project, CVS House, 19 & 20 North Street, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 2AG, tel 01788 553 331, naomi@warwickshireyoungcarers.org.uk, www.rugbyyoungcarers.org.uk
Naomi detailed the Young Carers project which works with young people (under 18) who care for a relative in need. The intention of the project is to provide young carers with time away from caring and to meet other young carers. Projects and services include support in schools, 1 to 1s, homework support, summer holiday activities, stress support, a range of breaks from caring, and a young carers allotment project in New Bilton. Naomi raised the concern about how when young carers age over 18 years there is not as strong support for them. Naomi highlighted that it will be Carers Week in the week commencing 9th June 2008, the events for which she is interested in gaining volunteers. Please contact Naomi if interested.

David Clark asked who cares for those needing care whilst the carers are away. Naomi responded by saying that most young carers are not the primary carers so often arrangements can be made including support and sitters.

Sheela Hammond asked how young carers can be referred to the project. Naomi replied that there are many ways, school nurses being a common method but anyone can do it. There should be no fear of being a busy-body.  Naomi said that it required parental permission to become a young carer.

The Young Carers have an allotment off Gladstone Street and would welcome volunteers to help with the maintenance.
Sue McKenzie, Rugby Mind, 28 Cromwell Road, Rugby, CV22 5ZY, tel 01788 544105 for General Enquiries, tel 01788 570826 for Day Services. www.rugbymind.org.uk
Sue informed the group that Rugby Mind as an organisation is about 30 years old, but has only recently been affiliated with the national Mind. Sue detailed the many issues linked with mental health, for example debt. Rugby Mind offers a service-user website, and a publication, The RUN. They also offer an Open Access resource café where people can be referred and cared for, or just offered a cup of tea and a chat. Sue detailed a Computer Cognitive Behaviour Therapy programme called Beating the Blues. Beating the Blues can be referred by GPs for those going through difficult times. This service is particularly useful as standard referral to a therapist/psychiatrist can be up to 18 months. Sue stressed that Rugby Mind offer a friendly, informal place where people can find help and support.

Guy Alexander, Cranstoun Drug Services, 1 Regent Place, Rugby, CV21 2PJ, tel 01788 569 582, galexander@cranstoun.org.uk, www.cranstoun.org/
Guy said that Cranstoun are a community drugs agency and are a charity. Their aim is to help people with drug problems and related issues and empower service-users. They have small teams around Warwickshire and have been based in Warwickshire for 18 months so the project is still very much in the early stages. Cranstoun offer drop-in services at their base in Regent Place, offer advice and guidance and therapy such as acupuncture (to reduce cravings). Cranstoun offer a range of interventions to help addictions and usage.

Laurie Bird asked a question about the name of the organisation and how it is funded. The name originates from Cranstoun Hall (where early Cranstoun rehabilitation work was undertaken). They are funded by Warwickshire Drugs Action Team.

Carol Kavanagh, Education Development Worker, Community Programmes, Warwickshire College, Rugby Centre, Lower Hillmorton Road, Rugby, CV21 3QS, 01788 338 587, ckavanagh@warkscol.ac.uk

Carol announced that the College will be celebrating Rugby Adult Learners Week in the Clock Towers Shopping Centre this coming Wednesday (21st May 2008).

Amanda Blanchard, resident and campaigner on the Lawford Road crossing
Amanda stressed the danger felt by parents and other residents when using the crossing and the need to improve the safety of the crossing where it is currently located rather than move it. Amanda informed those present that a petition had been handed to County Councillor Doug Hodkinson. The issue of the Lawford Road crossing will also be discussed at a pre-meeting to the Rugby Town West Locality Panel on 19th June 2008 at St Oswald’s School from 6pm to 7pm.  She urged residents to attend and have their say.
Another resident suggested that the problem was that the crossing is not really a proper crossing and any problem would be exacerbated by cars and lorries parking at the Co-op store on the corner of Lawford Road and Campbell Street. The possibilities of speed cameras and speed flashers could be a solution to any speeding on the road.  Roy Sandison distributed a paper entitled ‘Lawford Road crossings – Will the community be consulted?’

The meeting adjourned for food and conversation and closed eventually at 9.05pm.
Note taker:  Ben Cahill, New Bilton Community Development Officer  


