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1. Construction Industry

Construction – general
Housing
Mortgage lending rose by 14% during December 2009 compared to November 2009, 3% higher than in December 2008 due to an increase in housing transactions prior to the end of the government's stamp duty holiday on purchases less than £175,000.
NHBC reported that housing registrations in December 2009 were 70% higher than in December 2008, when housing starts reached a post-war low. However, housing registrations for 2009 as a whole were still 18% lower than during 2008.  
Construction Products Association
Construction output in the UK fell by 12% in 2009 compared with 2008. This is the largest recorded annual decline since records began in 1955, according to the CPA. A further decline of 3% is forecast for 2010. Beyond 2010, a very slow recovery in output averaging around 1% per annum is predicted over the period 2011 – 2013.
In specific product areas, UK production of ready-mixed concrete was down almost 30% in 2009. Asphalt was down just over 18% indicating that public sector road investment was not suffering to the same extent as general construction.
2. Operations
LG will provide an update of the latest operational aspects.

3. Complaints and Incidents

JJ will provide an update.
4. Alternative Fuels.

Following permission to trial Climafuel at the rate of 65% substitution, full trials will begin during the first quarter of 2010.
5. Planning.

Following the resolution to approve the planning application at Malpass Farm, conditions and legal agreements are being finalised with WCC. On January 19th, the Regulatory Committee confirmed the reasons for refusal in relation to the Southam application.
